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           14th July 2023 

Holywell is a NO NUT Zone. 
 

Message from Mrs. Lowrey 
Last day of the Summer term is Friday 21st July 

 
May I take this opportunity to thank you all for the incredible support that you have given me since 
January.  It has been such a privilege to work within such an amazing school community and I am so 
grateful for the way you have made me feel so welcome.  The past six months have gone by so quickly 
and yet the January floods seem many moons away. 
 
This newsletter will be quite a bumper edition with so much to celebrate and things to look forward to! 
 
Edukid 
 
I am so proud to be able to announce that the sponsored walk for Edukid raised over £460 in one 
afternoon!  This is a fantastic achievement and the school council should be so proud of their idea and I 
thank you all very sincerely for your generosity.  I must say a huge well done to Isaac, who came into 
school having sold some of his pokemon cards and chose to donate his funds to Morrish as well.  I am so 
proud of this, Isaac, what a kind gesture. 
 
Lundy Island 
 
The Year 4 and 5 children enjoyed a fantastic day out at Lundy and managed to stay fairly dry!  I know 
that the ferry was hijacked by some sheep, but the whole day was an amazing adventure and we were 
so proud of the way that you behaved off site.  Thank you to the PTA for funding the trip and to all 
adults involved in making it happen. 
 
Summer Fayre  
 
Last Friday, the Summer Fayre was just a joyous way to enjoy the end of the week and end of term.  It 
was a pleasure to see so many of our community on site and we are very grateful for your ongoing 
generosity.  I must take this opportunity to thank all members of the PTA for the way they have given up 
their time to support the school and also for the way that you have provided some amazing activities and 
events for the children all year.  It is a remarkable feat! Thank you! I could not do this without you. 
 
Appledore trip and leavers! 
 
What can I say, Year 6?  We have said it before, but you have all worked incredibly hard over the last 
year and this just shows in your SATS results.  Most importantly, we are so proud of the way that you 
have shown your lovely personailities, your kindness and your individual natures are something to be 
celebrated.  Congratulations to all of you and we wish you all the best on your individual journeys!  
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Car Park 
 
I am just noting that a few parents have mentioned that the car park is becoming increasingly busy and 
this can make it tricky and frustrating, particularly at drop off and pick up times.  Please do move slowly 
through the car park and give way where you can.  The car park is not school site, so unfortunately we 
cannot police this for you and I also do not have rights to address any disputes in the car park.  I would 
remind parents that the school children remain our priority and any disputes over parking would need to 
be managed in a respectful manner please.  Thank you! 
 
Finally, we are saying goodbye to Mrs. Hammond today and this has been an emotional week for us in 
school.  Mrs. Hammond has had such a positive impact on our school and is loved and respected by all.  
We thank her for all of her work, her kindness and her sheer commitment to the school.  We will miss her 
so much, but know that she will be in touch and I am sure that we will see her many times in the future. 
 
I wish you all a wonderful summer holidays and look forward to seeing you again in September. 
 
Best wishes, Mrs. Lowrey 
 

School News 
 

Year 5 & 6 Residential to St George's House - October 2023  
 
Parents of children who will be in Year 5 & 6 in September should of received both an email and a paper 
copy of a letter regarding St George's House. The residential will take place between Monday 
30th October & Friday 3rd November. Places will be allocated on a 'first come, first serve' basis and to 
reserve a place a non-refundable deposit of £100 no later than Friday 1st September.  
 
Outstanding fees 

Please could all parents and carers check their parentpay accounts for any outstanding nursery, school 
meal, breakfast club and after school club fee payments.  We do have some accounts that remain 
unpaid.  As a parent myself, I genuinely do appreciate that these fees can mount up very quickly and at 
times without realising.   

I am asking that these could please do one of the following by Friday 4th August 2023: 

 Pay the full outstanding amount  
 Make a contribution towards the outstanding amount  
 Contact the school if you need to make arrangements to pay in instalments or at a later date, 

we are more than happy to listen and advise 
 Contact the school if you are struggling to pay 

Please note, due to the rising costs, we may have to disallow your child from attending BC/ASC should 
these remain unpaid.  Likewise, we would ask you to provide your child with a packed lunch, but please 
could all parents check to see and please do get in touch. 

School meal prices 
We need to inform all parents that, after careful consideration, we are having to increase the cost of 
school meals, from the 1st September 2023, the cost of a meal will be £2.50.  This decision hasn’t been 
taken lightly but with the significantly higher costs that we are now facing for our gas and electric 
along with the food and non-food inflationary costs increasing by over 12%, we are now at the point 
where we need to reflect these in our price per meal costs. We fully understand how difficult times are, 
therefore we have tried to keep the increase as small as possible. As a nation we are all hoping that 
food and utility costs stabilise or potentially drop in the months ahead but as a precaution we will be 
undertaking a further review of meal prices in spring 2024.   
  
The Government has continued to support the Universal Infant Free School meals project, and this 
means that all the children, from Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 can be provided with a school meal free 
of charge. If your child is in Years 3-6, they can also have a free school meal if you are in receipt of 



certain allowances.  Please see the information below.  If there is a difficulty in providing payment for 
meals, please contact the school office as soon as possible.  All queries and requests for support are 
confidential and we will always work with families to ensure find the best solution we can. 
  
Thank you for your support and understanding.    

 
Year 6 Transition 
Anna Freud are running a free parent webinar in August for parents to support their children with the 
year 6/7 transition. 
If you would like to sign up can you please use the link below. 
 
Transition to secondary school: supporting your Year 7 child | Training | Anna Freud Centre 
 
 
Diary Dates  
 
Term Dates 
Beginning of the Autumn Term - first day back for pupil is Wednesday 6th September 2023. 
 
The Park Community School 
Our Open Evening is on Thursday 21st September and our Open Days run from 25th September to 29th 
September. Parents can book on our website here -The Park Community School Open Events 2023 or 
scan the QR code on the advert. 
 
School Uniform 
We are in the process of moving our school uniforms sales from school to Daw’s at Daw’s Clothing 
Company Ltd, Unit 2 Affinity Devon, (Atlantic Village) Clovelly Road, Bideford.   
As we sell out of items they are taking them on and can be purchased on-line at: 
https://schoolthreads.org/collections/holywell-c-of-e 
 
PE T-shirts will still be available to purchase from school. 
 
Moving to Secondary School in September 2024 
Do you have a child currently in year 5 that is moving to secondary school in September 2024?  
 
The way the Local Authority notify you to apply is changing. In previous years, the LA have written out 
to all families advising them to make an application for their school place.  
 
Letters will no longer be sent out. Instead, we are advising all parent and carers that they can apply for 
their child's school place between the 1st September 2023 and the 31st October 2023. 
 
You can register on our new form, and we will send you a text/email reminder when the online system 
goes live on the 1st September. 
 

Fill | Secondary School Admission 
2024 - Register for a Reminder Email 
and/or Text 
forms.office.com 
 

 
Pilton Community College Open Evening and Open Morning – September 2023 
Please find attached a digital poster with details of our forthcoming Open Evening and Open 
Mornings In September.   
 

Ventrus Job Vacancies 
https://ventrus.current-vacancies.com/v?id=VENTRUSMUL&t=Ventrus-Careers 

Including vacancies at local schools. 
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Free School Meals 
Check if your child can get free school meals and additional funding support 
All children in reception, year 1 and year 2 at state schools in England automatically get free school 
meals. However, parents and guardians are encouraged to apply for free school meals when they enrol 
their child in school, as this can help their child’s school to attract additional ‘pupil premium‘ funding to 
support learning. 
From year 3 onwards, children whose parents are getting any of the following are entitled to free school 
meals: 

 Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as 
assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods). 

 Income Support (IS). 
 Income-based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA). 
 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (IRESA). 
 The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit. 
 Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999. 
 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual 

gross income that does not exceed £16,190). 
 Working Tax Credit run-on (the payment you get for a further 4 weeks after you stop qualifying 

for Working Tax Credit). 
  
How to apply 
Apply through the Devon Citizens Portal. This is the quickest and easiest way to apply and will result in 
you getting an instant decision. Alternatively, call the Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019. 
  
School Transport 
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-and-college-transport/ 

 School and college transport 
– Education and Families 
School transport information, 
including free school 
transport 
www.devon.gov.uk 

 
NEW Privacy Notices – November 2023 
Important information 

Ventrus main privacy notice can be found at  https://ventrus.org.uk/our-people/privacy-notices/ 

 

Ventrus pupil privacy notice can be forum at  https://ventrus.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Pupil-

Privacy-Notice-2022-23-Academy-Ventrus-Nov-22.pdf 

 

Community News 

Your child is invited to sign up for this year’s Summer Reading Challenge. Sign up at your local 
library! 
What is the Summer Reading Challenge? 
The Summer Reading Challenge encourages children to keep reading during the school summer holidays 
– and to enjoy anything they like to read! Children aged 4-11 are invited to set a reading goal, and 
collect rewards for their reading. 
It’s FREE to take part, and last year 75% of children taking part improved their reading skills over the 
holidays.1 
Why should my child sign up? 
· They will be better prepared to return to school in the autumn. 
· The Challenge supports the move into a new year group. 
· Becoming more independent in their reading boosts children’s confidence and self-esteem. 
· The library provides free access to books and fun family activities all through the summer. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.devon.gov.uk%2Feducationandfamilies%2Fschool-information%2Fschool-meals%2Fnew-starter-pupil-premium&data=05%7C01%7CElaine.Palmer%40ventrus.org.uk%7C7109e4304a9443c58c6708db26ce8e88%7C668515dda7fb41788c34b3c52dd93f70%7C1%7C0%7C638146440824987705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E1xb%2B33KaszaeeBnofCVVbtqTBsE1ead7Mmg28rMO34%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foneonline.devon.gov.uk%2FCCSCitizenPortal_LIVE%2FAccount%2FLogin%3FReturnUrl%3D%252fCCSCitizenPortal_live&data=05%7C01%7CElaine.Palmer%40ventrus.org.uk%7C7109e4304a9443c58c6708db26ce8e88%7C668515dda7fb41788c34b3c52dd93f70%7C1%7C0%7C638146440824987705%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TDzWR7PVGNQy40PMgfbNnyUdRz%2BFPER5%2F05sUzSpOXM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-and-college-transport/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-and-college-transport/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/educationandfamilies/school-information/school-and-college-transport/
https://ventrus.org.uk/our-people/privacy-notices/
https://ventrus.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Pupil-Privacy-Notice-2022-23-Academy-Ventrus-Nov-22.pdf
https://ventrus.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Pupil-Privacy-Notice-2022-23-Academy-Ventrus-Nov-22.pdf


· Library staff are on hand to offer support and book recommendations. Your child will be part of a UK-
wide programme developed by The Reading Agency and delivered in partnership with the public library 
network. 
How can my child take part? (Library OR online) 
In the library. Visit your local library and sign up. Your child will: 
· Set a reading goal for the summer and borrow and read books, eBooks and audiobooks. Your child can 
choose anything they like to read! 
· Receive a Challenge folder and collect special stickers and rewards for reading. 
OR Online. Take part online at summerreadingchallenge.org.uk · Sign up on the official Challenge 
website. 
· Set a reading goal and get tips for accessing books for free at home. 
· Unlock digital badges and online rewards, including a printable certificate. 
When? 
Throughout the summer holidays. Check with your local library to find out start & finish dates near you. 
Unsure where your closest library is? Use the Library Finder to check. 
Head to your local library this summer and sign up! If you have any questions, please contact 
Barnstaple Library 01271 318780 or email barnstaple.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk. 
Yours faithfully, Lisa D’Alberti, Senior Supervisor, Barnstaple Library [1] The Reading Agency (2022) 
Summer Reading Challenge 2022: Annual Report 
Want to know more? · Find out more about the importance of reading and its impact on children’s 
success here. · Visit the official Summer Reading Challenge website for free activities, competitions and 
videos. · Keep up-to-date! Follow @SummerReadingChallengeUK on Facebook. 
What do families think? 
“I never liked reading before because of this challenge I got the courage to read more books and I have 
more interest in books. This has been the greatest experience ever in my life to read more books than 
before thanks.” 
Girl, aged 12+ 
“The challenge encouraged my child to read more often, and in turn encouraged myself as well.” 
Parent/carer of 6-7-year-old boy 
“Enabled us to have some fun cheap days out and reading together has brought us closer than before.” 
Parent/carer of 8-9-year-old girl 
“We’ve joined the reading challenge for the past 4 years and every year it has inspired and encouraged a 
deeper joy for reading. For a young dyslexic boy, the challenge helps make reading fun.” 
Parent/carer of 6-7-year-old boy 
“My child lacks confidence. Going to the library and meeting the friendly staff has definitely made him 
more confident in himself and encouraged him to read more being able to pick his own books to read 
from their huge collection.” 
 
‘Autism and Us’ Parent Programme (Autumn Term 2023):    
Support from the Communication and Interaction Team - Education and Families (devon.gov.uk) 
Support for parents/carers of Devon primary and secondary children who are either on the autism assessment waiting list 
or who have received a diagnosis of autism. 
Our ‘Autism & Us’ programme delivered this academic year will once again be offered during the forthcoming Autumns term of 
the new 2023-24 academic year for parents/carers of Devon primary and secondary school children, pre or post diagnosis.  
We are delighted to announce that we are offering access for families of CYP (Children & Young People) who are currently on the 
autism assessment pathway, in addition to families of CYP who have received an autism diagnosis. 
Attending the ‘Autism & Us’ parent programme gives you an opportunity to develop your understanding of autism and look at 
practical solutions to managing and supporting your child’s presenting needs, whilst also connecting with other parents/carers. 
Full programme details and application process below 
 
 Autism & Us programmes: 

 4 weekly ‘live online’ sessions (approx. 2hrs each) related to the following topic/themes: 

No. Topic Programme 1 Programme 2 Trainer 

  
1 

  

Autism overview 

  
  

  
Thurs 14 Sept  -  10 – 12 

  
Tues 31 Oct  -  4.30 – 

6.30 

  

Paul Lamanna 

  
2 

  

Communication 

  
  

  
Wed 20 Sept  -  10 – 12 

  
Tues 7 Nov  -  4.30 – 6.30 

  

  

Laura O’Shea 

+ Melissa New 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.devon.gov.uk%2Feducation-and-families%2Fsend-local-offer%2Fabout-send-and-the-local-offer%2Fareas-of-need%2Fspeech-language-and-communication-needs%2Fsupport-from-the-communication-and-interaction-team%2F&data=05%7C01%7CElaine.Palmer%40ventrus.org.uk%7Cbfede2977de84ceb386508db5e11aa3b%7C668515dda7fb41788c34b3c52dd93f70%7C1%7C0%7C638207202198219453%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nOpby56o6z5YwaNQhnQVT3uwCSRS%2BzjM7Nk8LoCta8c%3D&reserved=0


  
3 

  

Understanding and 

supporting behaviour 

  
Thurs 5 Oct  -  10 – 12 

  
Tues 14 Nov  -  4.30 – 

6.30 

  

Laura Matthews 

  
4 

  

Sensory 
  

  
Thurs 12 Oct  -  10 – 12 

  
Tues 21 Nov  -  4.30 – 

6.30 

  

Kevin Jones 

Apply direct by email to: educationlearnersupport@devon.gov.uk 
To secure a place on either of the above programmes, or express your interest for forthcoming programmes.  We will confirm your 
booking request, and provide you with a direct link to the event. They will be delivered on line ‘live’ via the Microsoft TEAMs 
platform. 
  
Additionally, we will also be offering the following very popular themed/topic based workshops, which lead on from the above 
programmes for themes/topics that may be a priority area for you against your child’s presenting needs: 
  

Topic Date/Time Trainer 

Autism – Sensory processing + 
integration 

Thurs 16 Nov 10-12                      Kevin 

Autism and Girls Wed 8 Nov 9.30-12 Rob 

Autism – Demand avoidance + PDA Wed 6 Dec 10-12 Rob 

Autism – Communication (verbal – 
support strategies) 

Tues 12 Dec 10-12 Laura O 
+ Melissa 

Autism – Managing stress + anxiety Wed 15 Nov 10-12 Alison 

Autism – Vulnerability + online 

safety 

Wed  1 Nov 10-12 Paul 

Autism – Communication (pre/non-

verbal – support strategies 

Wed 22 Nov 10-12 Laura M 

Apply direct by email to: educationlearnersupport@devon.gov.uk 
To secure a place on any of the above topic based workshops. We will confirm your booking request, and provide you with a 
direct link to the event. They will be delivered on line ‘live’ via the Microsoft TEAMs platform. 

 

mailto:educationlearnersupport@devon.gov.uk
mailto:educationlearnersupport@devon.gov.uk

